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Town of Brookline Planning Commission
Wednesday, December 22, 2025, at 6:00 PM
At Town Office and via Zoom

Committee Members Present:
In Person: Mike DeSocio, member; Stanley Noga, Jr., Chair of the Commission
Via Zoom: Leah Daly (LD), Secretary
Members of the Public, via Zoom: Matt Bachler, Windham Regional Commission (WRC)
******************************************************************************
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 PM by Stan Noga (SN) who noted a quorum was present. He further noted the meeting was being recorded.
SN acknowledged a discussion of the minutes from the last meeting, which occurred immediately prior to the meeting being called to order. Leah Daly (LD) noted the minutes were delayed and SN noted there were additional technical difficulties related to the transcription that may have contributed to the delay.  
SN reviewed the agenda and noted there were several actions needed before January to ensure proper notice in the paper of the proposed hearings. The timeline accounts for the roughly three days to get the notice posted to the paper.
SN asked for changes to the agenda; there were none. There were no members of the public present with comments.
Plan Updates
SN noted that Matt Bachler (MB) updated Athens, Vermont, data in the Plan based on new information from Athens, and made changes to the Implementation Program section, as discussed in the prior meeting. 
MB noted that Windham Regional Commission (WRC) has made the revisions to maps in the Plan to remove gravel pits following SN’s suggestions in the last meeting. MB will have a clean version of the Plan tomorrow, including any updated content, so the Plan can proceed to the next phase. 
SN asked MB a clarifying question regarding who should submit the draft Plan to the surrounding towns as required. MB noted the Town Clerk or the Commission could share the Plan. SN noted Brookline intends to ask the Town Clerk to share the plan. 
MB noted that if the Town Clerk shared the Plan, she should use the return-receipt option in Outlook or other email platform to ensure the Plan is received by the neighboring towns. If the Town Clerk sends the Plan, MB advised to include SN’s contact information in the body of the email in case a surrounding town has a comment or question. 
SN noted one additional typo and MB noted he would correct it.
Discussion of Announcement 
The Commission discussed the notice of hearing and suggested minor formatting changes. The Commission discussed where and when the posting should be made in town. 
· The Commission agreed that the 30-day notice should be sent in early January to allow for the hearing on February 10th.
· The hearing notice to be published 15 days in advance of hearing and posted locally in three places.
The Commission discussed what formal actions were needed in the meeting and SN made the following motion:
MOTION: to agree to proceed by sending the proposed plan to the Select Board (SB) and surrounding towns, Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development (ACCD) and WRC, as required.
MD seconded the motion and there was no discussion. The motion was approved by MD, SN and LD.
Discussion of Next Steps in the Process
MD noted that the plan needs to be finalized shortly, and MB clarified the process noting that the SB can approve or suggest amendments to the Planning Commission. The Plan version that MB shares tomorrow will be clean and can be forwarded to the Town Clerk with instructions on posting and sharing.
Once the 30-day notice starts there can be no changes to the Plan until after the public hearing on February 10th. If there are any suggested edits, the Commission can alert MB, who will make adjustments to the Plan after February 10th.  Any comments from the hearing on February 10th can also be considered at that time, and changes made to the Plan then, in advance of the submission to the Select Board.

Once the Plan goes to the SB, the Board must wait 30 days to hold their hearing. The goal remains to have the SB hearing immediately prior to the scheduled March 17th SB meeting. The Plan would be approved in the regularly scheduled SB meeting. 
MD noted that Brookline is likely to have new members of the Select Board at that meeting as it follows closely on Town Meeting. MD noted there may be three seats up for election or re-election on the SB. The Commission agreed to work to ensure any new SB members have access to the Plan and an opportunity to review and provide feedback.
SN noted that generally, prior to holding Town Meeting, someone is tasked with confirming whether people will continue on Planning Commission or other boards and commissions of the Town. SN stated he plans to continue on the Commission. 
MB noted he plans to attend the public hearing on February 10th. 
Hearing no other business, SN adjourned the meeting at 6:32pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Leah Daly




