Town of Brookline Planning Commission
Minutes

Monday, December 9, 2024 at 6:00 PM
At Town Office and via Microsoft Teams

Committee Members Present:
In Person: Stanley Noga, Jr.(SN), Mike DeSocio (MD),
Via Teams: Temporary Chair Leah Daly (LD), Donald Woodford (DW)

Members of the Public: None
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The meeting was called to order at 6:06 PM by acting Chair, Leah Daly.
LD asked if there were any changes to the agenda and there were none.

SN noted that recent legislation has amended Vermont Open Meetings Law, with impacts to the
operations of the Brookline Planning Commission (BPC). All municipal or local committees are
considered either advisory or non-advisory. Planning Committees qualify as a non-advisory committee,
which requires (effective July 1, 2024) that meetings be hybrid, with both in-person and virtual options.
SN noted the need for a phone number to support meetings.

In addition, meetings must be recorded in audio or video form, and posted in a designated location for at
least 30 days following approval and posting of the meeting minutes. The committee reviewed options
for recording and posting meetings on the Town’s website.

SN noted an additional provision in the amendment requires clear posting of the portion of the law
pertaining to complaints about open meetings violations. He confirmed the required postings and
explanations are available on Brookline’s website.

Municipal Planning Grant (MPG)

SN provided detail on the availability of MPG funding to support development of the Town Plan. The
Town received notice of the 2025 Municipal Planning Grants through Division of Housing and Community
Development. SN has received out to Matt Bachler (MB) of Windham Regional Commission (WRC) for
additional guidance on the process. MB confirmed that WRC is available to assist towns in the
application process. The Brookline Town Plan update is due for completion by March 2026.

To enter the process Brookline must file intent by December 31, 2024, with full application due March
31, 2025. The BPC must determine whether to file intent and submit a recommendation to the Select
Board.



MD and SN noted that the final Select Board meeting is on December 18, 2024.

The BPC reviewed and discussed the proposed MPG timelines and terms. Individual towns may apply for
up to $30,000 in support, which requires a minimum Town match of 10%. Applications are submitted
through the State’s online platform.

Additional milestones include:

January 2025: webinars and training

March 31, 2025 by 6:00 p.m. Applications due with a resolution by the Planning Commission and
Select Board

April 30, 2025: Award decisions

April 2027: Project completion

SN and MD discussed the MTAP Grant application process, noting it provides a model for the MPG
application process.

MD asked whether we meet the overall requirements and, if so, would be have WRC support us in the
planning process. SN noted Brookline meets the definition of a rural community so we are able to hire
the regional planning commission to support the work.

MD and SN discussed whether the Town would be willing and able to provide the required 10% match
and agreed it should go before the Select Board quickly for discussion.

Before the end of 2024, our selectboard has only one more regularly scheduled meeting, December 18,
2024. If Brookline's Planning Committee needs to meet again before December 31, 2024, it needs to
plan accordingly. The BPC reviewed grant terms to understand allowable expenses.

MD suggested we recommend applying to the Select Board and have WRC support the work. The
Commission briefly discussed the purpose of a Town Plan and the access it provides to other state and
federal services.

SN made the following motion, which was seconded by LD:

MOTION: To recommend to the Select Board that (1) Brookline pursue the MPG application and (2) that
the Select Board endorse the recommendation.

The motion passed unanimously (Voting yes: DW, SN, MD, LD).
BPC Attendance and Chair Appointment

Jon Harris has offered to assist the BPC in its functions as apart-time resident and interested party. LD
will reach out to Jon to confirm interest and share meeting details, as appropriate.

LD noted that the Select Board had recommended that the BPC select a permanent chair. The BPC
reviewed certain challenges, including members already on the Select Board, a member who is a
part-time resident and other constraints to calendars.

DW noted that he is willing to serve as chair.



SN made the following motion, which was seconded by MD:
MOTION: To recommend to the Select Board that DW be appointed chair of the BPC.
The motion passed unanimously (Voting yes: DW, SN, MD, LD).

MD noted that the Select Board meets the first and third Wednesday of the month and suggested DW
attend the next meeting, if possible. He should also request a town email address for business purposes.

Meeting Scheduling

The Commission discussed having a more regular meeting cadence and settled on meeting the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6p. LD agreed to share invitations with virtual meeting details
provided.

In light of upcoming holidays, the BPC agreed to hold the next meeting on December 23 and 6:00pm.

SN reviewed posting requirements for the benefit of the Commission, noting the Town Office room has
to be reserved and a person needs to be present. The meeting agenda must be posted in three places:
Town Office, Whitney Hill Road bulletin board and Hill Road bulletin board in addition to the website.
Notice must be provided 48 hours in advance.

MD will send the recording of this meeting to Guy Tanza for postings. LD noted she will draft future
meeting agendas for the consideration of the Chair and that all materials are stored in the BPC’s Google
Drive.

Hearing no other business, LD adjourned the meeting and 7:36 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Leah Daly, Secretary



